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ONE OF the strangcst de-
velopments of the year just
past was the emergence of

1 - the man with
the country’s
most secret
job as one of
the mos't

about offici-

capital. .~ -
The head
of ‘the Cen-
tral Intelligonce Agericy, as
the nation's
super-sleuth, is "supposed to

“be a mysterious and little~ "~

‘known fellow, Yet in~ the
“eight months of his tenure as
-CIA chief- Adm, William F.
- (Red) Raborn Jr. has become
{a highly . contmvcrsml’ and
Imuch discussed “figure.

; " Raborn himsclf has demon-"
‘strated the tight-lipped disci-"
pline traditional with the,

business of spying; he has .

not spoken 8 word-in puyblic |

since he was sworn in.

The problem-is not whet.

Raborn is saying but what
‘others  are  saying
thim, Several prominent, and
‘responsible government offi-
ncmls outside the CIA and

‘some- pros inside 1hc Agency’
doubly:
about his aptitude for his job:
‘that they are voicing their’
concern openly ‘among -their,

shave such  serious

‘friends and associates.

Raborn had a d‘istinguishcd"
naval carcer and directed the:

isuccessful  Polaris” program,
‘His critics contend, however,
that he cannot grasp the nu-

ances  of complicated inter-.
‘national. politics and. that he -

is  a sloppy administrator

‘away {rom the military staff -
system to which he had been

accustomed.

r ONE adminisiration offici-:
-a! says that three days afler
‘the U. 8. dispatched troops

40 quell fighting in the’ Do-

als in the. -

nimber one’

- about

social event. Raborn told the
official .that the problem in

. the . Dominican Republic was'

“yery simple—just a case of

-.the - Communists versus .the -

- loyalists.” ' :
P;n fairness, to Raborn, it

' must be noted that he had
talked

‘been sworn info office by

President Johnsonyonly the-
week before the crisis. But

the official, a rcsponsible and"

scholarly man, was shocled
. ‘that the head of -the CIA

-would display such alack of

-sophistication ‘ubout Interna-
tional politics.

bitterly that the CIA is rap-
idly losing influence on U, S,
. policy. to the FBI and to mil-
itary: intelligence because
- President Johnson is disen-
chanted with . Raborn. He
_¢laims ‘this began when Ra-
‘born submitted to the Presi-

'

One CIA source declares -

dent a list of 70 Communists

involved in the Dominican

"“uprising. The administration .

was ‘later embarrassed when .

the hst turned out to ha\(e

e oee

names.-

“roceo specialist | briefed him
.on  CIA

“has made no cffort to defend:;
- himself against his attackers.;

rconcern -about Raborn’s [it-
. ness to deal with intcrnation- |
. al problems. This source de*

‘ral, however, promised Pres-}

several rmstakes mcludmg1
‘the duplication” of seven;

Ancther story froni within !
the CIA illustrates one pro's.’

clares that Raborn. referred :
to Morocco\as “a land-lock-
ed country” when the Mo- |

. activitics « there. ;
{Morocco not only bordefs on1
both the Mediterranean and.
the Allanile Ocesn, it cone.
lains E(WO hiige U. S. naval
installations).

HABORN apparently is no
happier with the CIA than
his critics are with him. His |
wife Hhas told f{riends that:
“Red wants out.” The admi-

ik e, s 5

e

ident Johnson when he ace “

.cepted the task that he

would stay for at least two :
years. ’

Raborn, bound by sccr'ccy,h
i

. It is possible that the feeling™”

) against him from within the {

; CIA stems from a'clash.of }

_ personalities.

Yet the ‘very fact that the

_attacks sound- so au(horlta-'

tive. and are so widespread *

*-weakens the effectiveness of -+

:; both Raborn and his agency.i;
» It _fosters public suspicion ?

and breeds a lack of confi-'

“dence in-CIA projects that -

might even resylt in congres-’ !

.sional demands that the CIA ’
. budgct figures be made pub- B
- lie.

John McCone, Raborns.f‘

" predecessor, feared a similar

‘ Washington

adverse rcaction whgn iwo .
reporters pub-.

"ilished a book on the CIA. He }
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jbook’s publisher,

called Random House, the
to. plead.:
that it be withdrawm The
publisher refused.

x “But you can't print thls,"!

IcCone finally cried. “Yout

ORI "y




